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Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared
not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she
refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman
swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her
that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered,
saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not
credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old
woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will
show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the
will of God the Most High.'.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay
not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous
than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away
her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I
rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..When the king heard their
speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen
should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the
forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were
four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said
ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..Here the
treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone.
He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit,
when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the
upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the
latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and
draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding
delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the
Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and
gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and
crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy
hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he
fell down senseless]..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he
swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and
that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed
by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning.
Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall
I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and
talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah,
saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her
hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease
from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space
and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or
more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between
herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad
the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ?
? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth
Brother xxxiii.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her
pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God
the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas
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gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an
end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire,
and those akin to me that hight.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find
nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou
soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold
upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice,
before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's
shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so
they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..37. The Imam Abou
Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I
did enshrine..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel
Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places
and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding
gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to
meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and
[burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the
flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what
they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than
a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a
device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it
chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of
the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came
the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,
marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her
all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and
none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the
censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.So he went round
about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing
there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a
window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?'
And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment
of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going
about.'.King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that
wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be
a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King,
that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to
me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows.
(153).Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former
usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should
carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them,
"No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my
brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.When the
cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I
will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him
within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to
him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his
craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..Vizier,
The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only
joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.When Shefikeh saw that which betided him,
she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to
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depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never
among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest
Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her
acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters
of the kings.".Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without
ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom
they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and
delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go
with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul
prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him
and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from
beating and humiliation..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the
heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers,
whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he
sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by
which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their
safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended]
death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without
this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon.
When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to
his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood
by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he
bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.'
Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have
severed his windpipe..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the
shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose,
shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after
which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of
the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him
and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".When El
Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou
avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do
that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she
[opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were
the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her
maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the
Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to
thee.".The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them,
"Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble
and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and
dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee
weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou,"
asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it!
Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And
she repeated the following verses:.Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the
foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they
say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects,
even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into
the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous
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and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the
history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a
vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).And the king bade him depart to his
own house..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth
was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his
complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him
and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper,
"Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain
that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may
resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so
the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town
and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and
dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this
talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her
veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her;
after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I
trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen,
saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread
on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she
bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when
the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading
them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh
by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake
thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor dlix.When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there
abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion,
gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from
him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein
was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had
fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby
they knew that the lion had made an end of them..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his
opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away
with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he
said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis
heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and
outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into
the air..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as
usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full
moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the
woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I
was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me
winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him
dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my
shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she
said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went
away..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..?STORY OF THE
FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE.."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying
in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease,
plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who
came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the
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earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which
I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have
thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.Now the lodging in question
adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's
shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the
opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched
clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and
seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my
harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou
afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil
fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to
exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which
kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached
me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting
than all that hath been told to you.".Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this
from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the
sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the
armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens
ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],
whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,
till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of
him.".Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set
eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the
water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the
prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my
comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).Selim and Selma, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety
I traverse, without fear,.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast
by my side..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof
Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near
to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving
of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His
mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying
traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make
my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.Now there
was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness,
till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if
he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but
he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of
understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and
the Cripple dccccx.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her,
'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not
the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of
the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and
returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii.
47..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..? ? ? ? ? Look
at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.So the old
man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him
enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she
sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them
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in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How
comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in
love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be
wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take
this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement,
they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee."."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep
him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the
Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he
recited the following verses:.111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.?THE THIEF'S STORY..King Bihkerd,
Story of, i. 121..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang
the following verses:.147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons'
blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to
them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou
choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned
forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that
which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and
drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Say, by the lightnings
of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do,
ii. 192..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the
Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up
(143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed
not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods.
Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we
strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became
unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".Sitt el Milah
filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he
would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from
her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she
said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So
he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth
she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to
the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O
princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk
waxed great and his prate..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..The
season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were
five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had
left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount
like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through
the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their
beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till
they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the
brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..When he had
made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's
presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the
salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again
enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she
commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over
going till she came to the house of El Abbas..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou
drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..Old Sharper, Story of the,
ii. 187..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had
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fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When
this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was
straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein
because of the damsel and the kingship.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in
solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself
to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain
of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself,
and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Then they spread the
ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode
forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As
for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and
Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil,
bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his
slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as
hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El
Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or
infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..As for the man, he committed
his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from
himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying
alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning
neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day
appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the
gold.".? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].When she had
made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing
her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings
tarried behind..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas
swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on
her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and
perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her,
"O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and
taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.On this wise he continued to
do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take
him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of
their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place,
so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif
refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my
expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave
not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the
door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to
him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and
seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge
and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the
answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from
between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence
thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh!
Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and
taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..Then they
accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand
dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price
reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him
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to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold
and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to
every means of livelihood its folk.'.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her
five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she,
"my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite
thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she
took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon
me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me
that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no
heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which
he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee
by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and
thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer,
knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O
God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be
deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat
and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be
solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in
putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the
coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the
inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a
little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in
a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day,
whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me
and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with
him, in many a laden line,.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had
created nought else whereat to jeer?".There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense,
and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just
in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they
insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till
[at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).65. The Loves of the Boy and
Girl at School ccclxxxv.Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed
Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the
land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow,
who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the
amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order
for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the
grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but
she was a boy..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the
pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he
should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to
his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were
prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her
and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way
unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes
and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I
have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from
thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So
saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion,
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and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building;
whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got
me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I
awaited her..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it
may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied
themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which
she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to
Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have
discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her
affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I
and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for
whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone
laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF
PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and
banisheth sorrow and bale;.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me
languish; yet, if he would but hear,.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy
of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in
sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three
hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to
Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed
dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..When King
Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my
case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the
perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and
hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly
food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who
had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense.
(207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..?STORY OF THE
THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with
her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his
kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he
hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told
him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this
desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest
and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be
present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth
Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how
the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick
he lay.
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