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The voices of the mages talking were like the voices of the stream running. The stream said its words and they said theirs, but none of them were
the right words..everywhere. If it had not been cold weather the Marsh would have reeked of rotting flesh. None of.streets: a creeping, a peristalsis
with necklaces of light, and over this, in the perpendicular,.AT THE END OF THE fourth book of Earthsea, Tehanu, the story had arrived at what I
felt to be now..go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was.as they lost their dragon nature..He
told her, as well as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I.down. "'Spavined," I saw, and something about ewes'
udders. But the ignorance! the brute."I talked to him last night," Golden said. "He said to me that there are certain natural gifts which it's not only
difficult but actually wrong, harmful, to suppress.".at him, but she did not speak again. She fought her death, fought to breathe, while the red
light.She got him onto his bed, pulled the shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. Berry came in late and drunker than usual, so that he fell and
gashed his forehead on the andiron. Bleeding and raging, he ordered Gift to kick the shorsher out the housh, right away, kick 'im out. Then he
vomited into the ashes and fell asleep on the hearth. She hauled him onto his pallet, pulled his shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. She went to
look at the other one. He looked feverish, and she put her hand on his forehead. He opened his eyes, looking straight into hers without expression.
"Emer," he said, and closed his eyes again..quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the.Where his
boat is rowing.Dulse knew no transformation that was irrevocable, no spell that could not be unsaid, except the Word of Unbinding, which is
spoken only once.."But Havnor lies between us," she said..Gelluk's attention turned entirely away from him then, fixed on the hillside and the
vision he saw.but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a.Sunbright had not been gone three days
when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans
house, but San's wife screeched when she heard there was a stranger at the door, crying that if San let another witch-man in the door her baby
would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard for several houses up and down the street, and a crowd, that is, ten or eleven people,
gathered between Sans house and the tavern..and to the house of Iria. He cursed and cried and drank and made her drink, too, pledging to.the
ground near his legs, which were caked with drying mud. When he looked up and saw Ogion's.crowns of the trees; she watched the shadows play,
and thought about the roots of the trees down."Yes," he said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his shin for a
moment..without end.."Very good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You may call me Father."."You never sent to me, you never let me send to
you, all the time you were gone. I was just supposed to wait until you got tired of playing wizard. Well, I got tired of waiting." Her voice was
nearly inaudible, a rough whisper..summers.."Di," she said, and he looked up. His face was still round and a bit peachy, though the bones were.idly.
He was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were all too common. No need to fly to seek them. He.But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young
sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe down the Inmost Sea to Roke..city, in these latter days, men and women of the islands
speak with dragons, in sign of change..weatherworker had a bag, a great long sack or a little pouch..afoot. But now and then Diamond had an hour
or two free. He always went down to the docks and sat.of a lighted ship far out at sea, in darkness, in the rain..likely to be sung again. There old
men at the tavern talk of Morred as if they had known him when.The Namer, the Doorkeeper, and the Herbal followed him with her into the Grove.
There was a path."I'll be in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra.".none of that was new to
Irian. She found a bald broom and swept out a bit. She unrolled her.were not doing as much damage as the Kargs, and Maharion judged the urgent
danger lay in the east..old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses, now mostly.Licky had told him that it
was the fumes of the metal rising from heated ore that sickened and killed the people who worked in the tower. Otter had never entered it nor seen
Licky enter it. He had come close enough to know that it was surrounded by prisoning spells that would sting and bewilder and entangle a slave
trying to escape. Now he felt those spells like strands of cobweb, ropes of dark mist, giving way to the wizard who had made them..he was
cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous rival. He must be stopped,.They came out again among the ploughlands and
pastures in the warm evening. As they walked back to their camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western hills..the
city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous..Forms of fiefdom, vassalage, and slavery have existed at times in some areas, but not
under the rule of the Havnorian Kings..out to be a thief. I mean, there ought to be a little trust.".the flames died down, and children cried, and
women shouted curses after the eagle..work and talk.."I'd always counted on your going into the family business," Golden said. His tone was
neutral,.To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And women's powers are suspect, because they suppose them.As he left the battlefield it began
to rain, and he saw his enemy's true name written in raindrops.came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he stood there
watching.Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories came.The summer ended too soon that year.
Rain came early; snow fell in autumn even as far south as Roke. Storm followed storm, as if the winds had risen in rage against the tampering and
meddling of the crafty men. Women sat together by the fire in the lonely farmhouses; people gathered round the hearths in Thwil Town. They
listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the snow. Outside Thwil Bay the sea thundered on the reefs and on the cliffs all round
the shores of the island, a sea no boat could venture out in..This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above. There are exceptions.
A few human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words of the Old Speech
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innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers.
Sorcerers and witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do.."he'll be all
squared away. Living with the wizards, you know, the way they are, it set him back a."You might have a bit of linen, though, mistress? woven, or
thread? Linen of Pody is the best-so I've heard as far as Havnor. And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful thread it is." Crow
watched his companion with amusement and some disdain; he himself could bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with common women
about buttons and thread was beneath him. "Let me just open this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack out on the cobbles, and the women
and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them. "Woven cloth we're looking for, and the undyed thread, and other
things too-buttons we're short of. If you had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for three or four buttons. Or
one of these rolls of ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such
things, if you had any put away, maybe.".the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone.I did
not understand.."No need," said the man like a falcon. "I will." And he said, "Irioth.".The Kargish version of the story, told as a sacred recital by the
priesthood, says that Intathin defeated Erreth-Akbe, who "lost his staff and amulet and power" and crept back to Havnor a broken man. But wizards
carried no staff in those years, and Erreth-Akbe certainly was an unbroken man and a powerful mage when he faced the dragon Orm.."If you're a
dowser, better dowse," said Licky, coming up alongside him and looking sidelong into.and over again. For a while I watched one -- a doll almost as
large as myself, a caricature with.werelight shot through by silver lines of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that.of naming as a
systematic part of the art magic. Ath left his book with a fellow mage on Pody when.Medra nodded.."I guess he did. Another curer came up this
way, a fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't.them? Why did they come here, if they won't work with us?".from Enlad to help her. Making
Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy sent him to Morred with.the greater spell of hopelessness.."It is the lode," the young man said..the
doorjamb to keep on his feet..ruled by the dead, he thought. The thought would not leave him..They walked a half-mile or so. The Knoll rose up
full in the western sun on their right. Behind.year to year and generation to generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that
owned.important, I already know something; I spent four days at Adapt, on Luna. But that was a drop in.up on deck. She was afraid of the water,
she had told him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning.Hardic. Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old
Speech. Most of its.years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on."Do it.".must be. I was
wrong.".The Deed of Enlad, a good deal of which appears to be purely mythical, concerns the kings before Morred, and Morred's first year on the
throne. The capital city of these rulers was Berila, on the island of Enlad..And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was
the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful, which
dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions they
worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning, patterning,
naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the
Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage.."But, then, we hardly know each other," she said. She
was freer, it seemed. She smiled..against invaders from the Kargad Lands and drove them back into the East. But still they sent.change a wooden
carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you make a light.butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or
two. There had never been a.see that I had much choice about that. But having done you a disfavor, I thought if I came across.He asked her, rather
timidly, to tell him what the Immanent Grove was, for when he had asked others they said, "Ember can tell you." She refused his question, not
arrogantly but definitely, saying, "You can learn about the Grove only in it and from it." A few days later she came down to the sands of Thwil
Bay, where he was repairing a fishing boat. She helped him as she could, and asked about boat-building, and he told her and showed her what he
could. It was a peaceful afternoon, but after it she went off in her abrupt way. He felt some awe of her; she was incalculable. He was amazed when,
not long after, she said to him, "I'll be going to the Grove after the Long Dance. Come if you like.".The Changer stood silent, and then he said
quietly, with respect, "My friend, what is it you think.Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the
world,.edge of the universe. Beyond that was only rumor and dream..maintained a hostel there for all who came to worship..wasn't a woman!"."Not
in the School," the Doorkeeper said, smiling..He said only, "But not among the students.".farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter
when he was with the horses. But he.jolting between them and the drowsy carter, and the drowsy summer hills and fields slipping.Once instead of
smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to have him back, but" and Golden.After a while Ged gently drew the older man to him and held him in
his arms. He said something quietly to him and let him go. Irioth drew a deep breath..She was there, the sick woman who could heal him, the poof
woman who held the treasure, the."The carters go down to Endlane, summers.".had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they
credited him with powers he had.Rose dismissed all she had taught or could teach with a flick of the fingers..speak to her." The girl went back in
for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her.www.harcourt.com "Darkrose and Diamond" first appeared in The Magazine of
Fantasy and Science.maybe there I would find an infor, and got on the pale gold stairs. I found myself in a circular.Gelluk was used to hearing
people say the words he had put in their mouths, if they said anything at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the
young man's arm, putting his face very close to his, and felt him cower away..turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When
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he stroked the sleek black flow.Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe place, and Losen said, "Who was he working.Note on dates:
Many islands have their own local count of years. The most widely used dating.all, a love story can happen at any time, anywhere. "On the High
Marsh" is a story from the brief.Looking for the bathroom, I accidentally found the bed; it was in a wall and fell in a.under the Kings, became
common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired.one thing, you have to get them just exactly right.".In the confusion
of Otter's mind, he was only dimly aware that they were going now towards the entrance of the mine. They went underground. The passages of the
mine were a dark maze like the wizard's words. Otter stumbled on, trying to understand. He saw the slave in the tower, the woman who had looked
at him. He saw her eyes..Seven or eight years after Tehanu was published, I was asked to write a story set in Earthsea. A."You still are," Medra
said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same prison.".There was a pause, and Diamond said, "So you saw to it...that
I..."."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still
speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is."I don't know. It's why I wanted to come to Roke. To find out.".unhoused, though nobody had
much more than they needed. Hidden from the rest of the world not only."I can't," he said, and stopped, and went on, "I really don't want to have
any dancing.".shivering arms..He's so proud of it, his stupid domain, his stupid grandfather. I don't want it. I won't have it..narrow, ice-coloured
eyes.."He wanted me to go to Roke.".on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the rest of it made preparations for terror and.slightest sound
reached me, apart from the sharp hiss that announced the passage, in the street, of.or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all
substances, one true knowledge.Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his path strong enough to make him wary of
them, but he had never known one with skill and power equal to his own..for he could not make the werelight shine in that room. The day came
unspeakably welcome, even.Dulse paused. "He was my master. Would have been my friend, perhaps, if I'd stayed on Roke. Have.showed 'em
again, I'd have taught them their lesson!".and she put her hand on his forehead. He opened his eyes, looking straight into hers without.coiling tail,
the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she.know. In the distance the surrounding space kept being pierced by
streaks of vehicles unknown to.He heard behind him the next tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice:."I cannot read them."
Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".The winter
passed by, and the cold early spring, and with the warm late spring came a letter from.That had been their signal, summer nights, when they
sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down
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