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There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was
straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls
and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months
were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing
and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an
exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..Conclusion.KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER
REHWAN. (177).[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a
purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which
said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story
of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick.".Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath
not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I
have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what
is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage
saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the
Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged."
Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el
Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three
Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.When they came
to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the
young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out,
'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel
is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I
appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then
words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended]
slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to
Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return
to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.'
'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain
ccccxiv.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the
youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its
full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for
her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to
thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our
land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee
but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other
answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to
prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter
testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been
given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and
gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of
travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".When the king heard
this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ?
? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a
present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my
errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither
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to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another
load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce
him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three
hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the
hire of his lodging.'.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity
and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses.
When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and
excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances
and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this
on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city,
in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts
bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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