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When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her
sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would
move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out
heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and
the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of
Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in
his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall
perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he
naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and
calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he
brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This
youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and
that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ?
? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her
speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make
us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the
excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to
enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised
the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the
Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their
houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and
he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called
down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,'
answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou
hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it
behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.It befell one day that the king's son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me,
"Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord," answered I; and he said, "I would have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that
thou hast never related either to me or to my father Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind
shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little what it is, so it be a goodly story, whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord,"
said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so whether of the kinds preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is
well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with thine eyes and heard it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I
conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the stories of the Jinn and that which thou hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed
thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so [hearken and thou shalt] hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and
the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say on, for I am attentive to thy speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.81. The Foolish
Schoolmaster dclxvi.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about
the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents
and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I
came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and
that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man
of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to
me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman
are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the
darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and
out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of
the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her
responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..The
Twentieth Night of the Month..The Eight Night of the Month.THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Endeavour against
Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of
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delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then
she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!'
Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance.
So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this.
Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on
a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to
us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.'
'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.All those who were present
marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a
certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his
heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for
I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one
of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God
accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the
dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said
to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys
him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,
saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii.
226..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..The
company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary
than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he]
would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give
himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the
merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend
and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the
eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down
blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof;
wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy
beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall
betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city
and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee."
Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and
entered therein with the night..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and
made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and
looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold
laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money
between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house,
when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the
ripe of wit..Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is
a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the
journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth
into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR
DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..So he fell to resorting daily to
the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he
studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have
learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the
diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open
thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so
come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.So saying, he spat in her face and
went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she
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humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the
inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed
some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in
himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart
will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might
look into the affair..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is
pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from
mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might
light on thee once more! ii. 89..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter
answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my
peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and
my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in
aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will
make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days
after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld
her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw
and heard.'.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By
Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the
throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and
said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded
and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and
bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a
gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in
all manner ways.".So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he
saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he
was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then
he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house
and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and
became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long
and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..When it was the ninth day, the viziers
[foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and
ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and
were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and
said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and
drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he
abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And
they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the
city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".I went out
one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I
espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out
and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house
and knocked at the door, when they went away..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Now there was in his
neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief
and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his
love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.'
The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man,
saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him
with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So
she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to
me that hight.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and
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God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a
fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and
withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers
and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him
with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who
besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth
galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to
put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded
to-day..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him
but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged.
By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written
upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and
said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay
thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the
false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's
Wife dlxxxiv.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head;
whereupon one recited the following verses:.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..Husband, The
Credulous, i. 270..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of
granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady
and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time,
and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But
there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the
moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.When he had
made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's
presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the
salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again
enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she
commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over
going till she came to the house of El Abbas..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her
and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So
Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying,
'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the
Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon
the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning
draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right
instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a
song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty
modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to
thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is
incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say
what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that
thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and
brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting."
"By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever
she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story,
"Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they
had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had
with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said,
'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he
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feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves
came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and
said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life,
he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his
conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.? ? ? ?
? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear
and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him
and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes,
when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not
so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and
cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,'
answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the
perfection of God the Most High..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was
buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay
the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they
fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out
on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she
loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of
that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ?
Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..So, when they had made
an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the
matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show
them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went
astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not
consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I
arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared
on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a
very old man, and became his guest..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and
taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said,
'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death
for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but
that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve
him..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Thus,"
continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet
another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following
story. Quoth he,.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted
them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is
come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and
saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which
Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El
Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were
little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249)."O king," answered the
youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these
wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their
malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind
with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As
for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed
my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was
with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him
nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled
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[the destined term of] his life.".Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i.
218..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to
withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed
and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should
be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except
thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered
thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down
from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce
my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend,
and welcome fair and fain!".Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he
said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and
doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain
and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come
to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and
obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the
king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats
and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So
he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief
and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he
drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..God,
Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..A white one, from her sheath of
tresses now laid bare, ii. 291.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him]
fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round
about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy
at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a
great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till
the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at
whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide
[with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he
seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters
of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and
plain?.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose
belov'd is in the litters' shrined..When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be
present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the
summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of
me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us
therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil
is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El
Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars
and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached
the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee
and with us.".Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took
it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us
goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul
prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his
comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold
abode cast down over against them..?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him
tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O
ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..Endowed with amorous grace past any
else am I, ii 253..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her.
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Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than
himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer
than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together
and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition].
Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us."
So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery
and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech,
for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten
viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to
shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Actions,
Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she
consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to
this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His
folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and
told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and
assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left
her..When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy;
and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that
she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was
minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her
proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent
for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and
overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the
governance of the realm..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9.
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