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Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when
he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the
two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the
meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the
Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels
and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit
on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs
must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion
with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By
Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned,
he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou
Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering
at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced
labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we
imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's
space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to
him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he
answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? From mine own
land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..One day the Commander of the Faithful
bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he
rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and
deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech
and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put
her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering
into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with
an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him
with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou
been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord,"
answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to
last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? b.
The Second Old Man's Story vi.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and
thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.When the Khalif heard
this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to
him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67)
And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).Quoth En Numan, "What prompted
thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?"
"The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian.
(174).50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would
assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,'
answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I;
for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be
with them, that they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I
swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I
will set thee down beside them.'.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of
sleep's delight..Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take
thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle
and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh
and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten
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possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner.
But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for
her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand
cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be
said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53)
they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.Would we may live together, and when we come to
die, i. 47..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..Officer's Story,
The First, ii. 122..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..When El Abbas had
made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I
may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on
account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile
from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El
Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of
her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I
answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I
replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the
night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows,
said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at
nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out
and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I
went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..Then she took leave of the
princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the
thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the
noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young
Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?
Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading
her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with
the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..117. The Righteousness of King
Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice
defy,.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain
his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after
awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.'
When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to
depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he
came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..99. The History of
Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she
said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want
wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in
my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord
of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined
she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are
lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in
my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving,
clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the
following verses:.?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to
her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with
speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have
nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he
repeated the following verses:.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw
that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife
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said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to
multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously,
till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd
cccclxiv.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like
clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may
with abjectness infect my royal line..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who
questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the
cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the
king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and
spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread
out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught
therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered,
'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that
which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for
chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew
what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had
considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story,
O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell
between them.".? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case
bewray..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Now she was righteous in all her
dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when
he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt
perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb
from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding
despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's
wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her
therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..The End..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish
her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him;
wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may
pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with
him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her
there, [till she recovered]..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier,
nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..When
the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable
and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper
and the Merchants dccccxv.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept
till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid
said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she,
"there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the
Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and
recited the following verses:.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had
wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains
and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of
silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier
and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King
Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..Then she changed the measure and the
mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen
of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr
Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their
usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge
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of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the
rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ?
For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii.
252..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he
bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman,
who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and
lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the
man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have
repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at
his service.'.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and
she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth
not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she
might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road,
[I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah
Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.When the king
heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's
throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a
stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these
perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste
to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his
term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish,
and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID.
(161).Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and
when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep,
tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,'
answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it,
the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night,
she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In
the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the
completion of the story and after put her to death..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from
the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst
another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound
my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that
was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and
their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this
day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when
he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of
game we have caught.'.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I
will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Now the king
was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent
him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the
foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered
worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly
before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he
and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like,
so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when
I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and
hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay
hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.'
(243).? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.So
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saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer,
'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand
dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer,
'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to
go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now
I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was
that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they
scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in
administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and
froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years,
and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared
in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there
is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who
had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom,
putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..WP="BR1">.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one,
thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper
answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty
man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by
demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to
silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..It befell one day
that the king's son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord," answered I; and he
said, "I would have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my father Jemhour." "O my
lord," rejoined I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little what it is, so it be
a goodly story, whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so whether of the kinds
preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with thine eyes and heard
it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the stories of the Jinn and that
which thou hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so [hearken and thou shalt]
hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say on, for I am attentive to
thy speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..47. El Melik en Nasir and the three
Masters of Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ?
? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of
Baghdad xxviii.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and
the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy.
Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin]
that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality],
it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..? ? ? ? ? At
their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..AND BOULAC
EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And
he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be
servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in
kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and
standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows
and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.168.
Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I
implore..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's
dust my cheeks and to my soul,.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after
my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How
didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way
of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I
return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my
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country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? His justice
and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once
caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she
should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching
that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked
at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me,
wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation."
But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".? ? ? ? ? My fortitude
fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.When it was the eighth
day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed,
we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear
without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king,
have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him
live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our
word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's
sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him
his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am
grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii.
190..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it
be..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a
score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels
[and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them
on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present
dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of
things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh
to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the
bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? v.
The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the
vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that
one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.So he was concerned
with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And
he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled
thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be
bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said
that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".Now he had a nurse, a
foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with
questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer.
However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she
would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her
son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O
my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they
will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved
by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth.
Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most
High.'.152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii.
145.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades
came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with
confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will
assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his
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colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the
matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Enchanted Youth xxi.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they
came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled
about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and
that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten
work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and
other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and
tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE
LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said,
'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing
the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night,
iii. 6..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is
a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from
our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them
gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of
Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him
and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and
merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of
his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..Ishac stared at her and seizing her
hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but
before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any,
and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to
an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned
thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon
him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel
and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the
morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for
succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from
thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a
casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy
converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you
to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee."
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