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HALF OF WHAT I SAY
Not limited to a survey of the nursing staff on a single floor of the hospital, Junior used the elevators to roam higher and lower. Checking out the

skirts..The deejay announced song number four for the week: the Beatles' "She's a Woman." The Fab Four filled the Studebaker with music..But

both the Church and quantum physics contend there is no such thing. Coincidence is the result of mysterious design and meaning--or it's strange

order underlying the appearance of chaos. Take your pick. Or, if you choose, feel free to believe that they're one and the same..The moonlight had

faded and the gentle waves had ebbed out of his mind's eye. He concentrated, trying to force the phantom sea to flow back into view, but this was

one of those rare occasions when a Zedd technique failed him''."That was five years ago. After more surgeries than I care to remember, I was left

with these." He raised his goblin hands again. "There's pain in humid weather, less when it's dry. I can take care of myself, but I'll never be a card

mechanic again ... or a magician.".Now, after removing the four decks of cards from the pressboard packs in which they had come, Jacob lined

them up side by side on the scarred maple top of the table..Although Celestina felt a little paranoid, being so security-minded in this safe

neighborhood, nevertheless she searched, out the master control button and engaged the power locks..Golden lamplight gilded the front windows

downstairs. He would sit with Victoria on the living-room sofa, sipping wine as they got to know each other. She might tell him to call her Vicky,

and maybe he'd ask her to call him Eenie, the affectionate name Naomi had given him when he wouldn't tolerate Enoch. Soon, they would be

necking like two crazy kids. Junior would disrobe her on the sofa, caressing her smooth pliant body, her skin buttery in the lamplight, and then he

would carry her, naked, to the dark bedroom upstairs..The man's voice echoed hollowly in Junior's ears, as if coming from the far end of a tunnel.

Or from the terminus of a death-row hallway, on the long walk between the last meal and the execution chamber..Heart racing, Tom produced

another quarter from a pants pocket. For the benefit of the adults, he performed the proper preparation-a little patter and the ten-finger

flimflam-because in magic as in jewelry, every diamond must have the proper setting if it's to glitter impressively..pending storm gathered as if

called forth by a curse cooked up from eye of newt, toe of frog, wool of bat, and tongue of dog..Perhaps this particular worry was not ordinary

maternal concern. If a sixth sense is at work in all of us, then perhaps subconsciously Apes was aware of the tragedy to come: the tumors, the

surgery, the blindness..For a long time, she stood beside the bed, holding his hand, confident that on some level he was aware of her presence,

though he gave no indication whatsoever that he knew she was there.."Why do you think he's spending his money for all this tricky stuff?"

Kathleen wondered, not for the first time.."By the way he acted, you'd have sworn that he gave me and Angel shelter in the storm, back then,

instead of turning us out to freeze in the snow."."Search me. But I didn't tell him different. The less he knows, the better. I can't figure his

motivation, but if you were tracking this guy by his spoor, you'd want to look for the imprint of cloven hooves.".The upper shelf of the closet held

boxes and two inexpensive suitcases: pressboard laminated with green vinyl. He took down the suitcases and put them on the bed..A rescuer

instructed her to close her eyes and turn her face away from the passenger's door. He shoved a quilted mover's blanket through the window and

arranged this protective padding along her right side..She didn't have experience with guns, but having seen him trying to press cartridges into the

magazine, she knew how to load. She inserted one round. Then a second. Enough.."All right," Celestina conceded, and looked relieved. "Thank

you, Paul. You're not only an exceptionally brave man but a gracious one, as well.".At last, as the sun slowly set, he arrived at the highest of the

high redoubts, beyond which the branches were too young and too weak to support him farther. Against a sky red enough to delight the most sullen

sailors, he rose and stood in a final crook of limbs, pressing his left hand against a balancing branch, right hand planted cockily on his hip, lord of

his domain, having kicked off the trammels of darkness and fashioned from them a ladder..Glancing at his wristwatch with alarm, Edom bolted up

from his chair. "Look at the time! Agnes gave me a lot to do, and here I am rattling on about earthquakes and cyclones.".Phimie must be honored

now with laughter instead of with tears, because her life had left Celestina with so many memories of joy and with joy personified in Angel. To

fend off tears, she said, "Listen, Clark Kent, we women need our little secrets, our private thoughts. If you can really read my heart this easily, I

guess I'm going to have to start wearing lead brassieres.".Vanadium's smile, in that tragically fractured face, might have alarmed most people, but

Kathleen found it appealing because of the indestructible spirit it revealed..She worried that her anxiety would prove contagious, that when her fear

infected her boy, he would be less able to fight whatever hateful thing had taken seed in his right eye..She wanted to tell him not to say these queer

things, not to talk this way, yet she couldn't speak those words. When Barty asked her why, as inevitably he would, she'd have to say she was

worried that something might be terribly wrong with him, but she couldn't express this fear to her boy, not ever. He was the lintel of her heart, the

keystone of her soul, and if he failed because of her lack of confidence in him, she herself would collapse into ruin..The papermaker withdrew a

thick wad of hundred-dollar bills from his envelope and, squinting, inspected the currency in the flickering light. "I'm leaving now, but you wait

until movie's over.".Nevertheless, Thomas Vanadium's hostile ghost, that terrible prickly bur of stubborn energy, wasn't done with Junior yet. Until

Bartholomew was dead, the cop's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would keep coming back and coming back, and it would surely grow more

violent..Curiously, reciting these facts usually calmed him, as though speaking of disaster would ward it off. Since Friday, however, he had found

no comfort in his usual routines..Both angry and mortified, yet still fearful, a walking multimedia collage of emotions, Junior left the gallery..He

used the kitchen phone, at the comer secretary. The blood had been cleaned up long ago, of course, and the minor damage from the ricocheting

bullet had been repaired..What he learned working with his father and uncle in the shipyard he could use, at least; and he was becoming a good
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craftsman, even his father would admit that..The stump was capped at the end of the internal cuneiform, depriving Junior of everything from the

metatarsal to the tip of the toe. He was delighted with this result, because successful reattachment would have been a calamity..He left by the back

door, to avoid the aftermath seeping across the foyer floor. Fog enveloped him, cool and refreshing..Occasionally he woke in the night and heard

himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April,

Junior discovered three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets, prepared to commit homicide, he learned that none had a son named

Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..He was surprised they had come so soon, less than twenty-four hours after the tragedy. This was

especially unusual, considering that a homicide detective was obsessed with the idea that rotting wood, alone, was not responsible for Naomi's

death..By Sunday evening, a combination of factors-deep commitment to the philosophy of Zedd, explosive testosterone levels, boredom, self-pity,

and a desire to be a risk-taking man of action once more-motivated Junior to splash a little Hai Karate behind each ear and go courting. Shortly

after sunset, with a single red rose and a bottle of Merlot, he set off for Victoria Bressler's place..Life was too short to waste it working if you had

the means to afford lifelong leisure..Through the big window beyond her, the charry branches of the massive oak tree formed a black cat's cradle

against the sky, leaves quivering slightly, as though nature herself trembled in trepidation of what Junior Cain might do..This was only a fraction of

Paul's collection. Thousands of additional issues filled rooms at home..Junior and Naomi had taken their dried apricots from the same bag. Reached

in the bag without looking. Shook them out into the palms of their hands. She could not have controlled which pieces of fruit he received and

which she ate..By his twelfth month, he was toilet-trained, and every time that he had the need to use his colorful little bathroom chair, he proudly

and repeatedly announced to everyone, "Barty potty.".They wanted to go up to Barty's room, but she refused them, because there was nothing more

they could do for the boy than they had done for her. "He wants to finish reading Starman Jones, and I'm not letting anything interfere with that.

We're leaving for Newport Beach at seven in the morning, and you can see him then.".This momentous day, he thought, and he shook with sudden

terror at the inevitability of new beginnings..By the grace of Caesar Zedd and Remy Martin, Junior eventually slipped into undulant currents of

sleep, and as he drifted away on those velvet tides, he took some solace from the thought that come what may, December 29 would be a better day

than December 28..Trying to ignore his phantom toe, which itched furiously, he searched the apartment. He proceeded carefully, determined not to

shoot himself in the foot accidentally this time..Grace, Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's critical judgment..Tom

proceeded, "is that an infinite number of realities exist, other worlds parallel to ours, which we can't see. For example ... worlds in which, because

of the specific decisions and actions of certain people on both sides, Germany won the last great war. And other worlds in which the Union lost the

Civil War. And worlds in which a nuclear war has already been fought between the U.S. and Soviets.".Writing came with reading, and in a

notebook, he began to make entries about points of interest in the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he titled it, fascinated

Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself were enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by month, Agnes

noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more contemplative..Too late. The parsonage was fully engulfed. With luck, they would save the

church..The terror he hid from her vanished with the recital of their vows. He knew from their first kiss as husband and wife that this was his

destiny. What a great adventure they'd had together these past twenty-three years, one that Doc Savage might have envied..Although Zedd counsels

living in the future, he recognizes the need to have full recollection of the past when absolutely needed. One of his favorite techniques for jolting

memories loose when the subconsciously.The two women stared at each other, and at last Celestina said, "Good Lord, what's happening

here?".Using all is powers of concentration, which were formidable, Junior sought to silence the phantom Chicane. At first, the voice steadily

faded, but soon it grew louder again, and more insistent..His thought had been that Reverend White might find in Agnes, Bright Beach's beloved

Pie Lady, a subject who would inspire a sequel to the sermon that had so deeply affected Paul-who was neither a Baptist nor a regular

churchgoer-when he had heard it on the radio more than three years ago..Seven or eight years after Tehanu was published, I was asked to write a

story set in Earthsea. A mere glimpse at the place told me that things had been happening there while I wasn't looking. It was high time to go back

and find out what was going on now..Olive complexion, no less smooth than the skin of a calamata. Eyes as lustrous as pools shimmering with a

reflection of eternity and stars..He stood at a window, staring down into the street, his profile to her, and in his silence he searched for the words to

describe the "something extraordinary" that he had mentioned earlier..Prosser-fifty-six, a widower, an accountant-had a thirty-year-old daughter,

Zelda, who was an attorney in San Francisco. Junior had driven to Terra Linda previously, to research the accountant; he already knew Prosser had

no connection to Seraphim's fateful child..A sense of fellowship in extraordinary times drew everyone closer, to hug, to touch, to share the wonder.

For a long moment, even in the symphony of the storm, in spite of all the plink-tink-hiss-plop-rattle that arose from every rain-beaten work of man

and nature, they seemed to stand here in a hush as deep as Tom had ever heard..If the angular mass was Neddy, the vaguely warm, damp something

must be the strangled man's protruding tongue..In the face of his kindness, however, she couldn't refuse his request. She nodded..At Thanksgiving

dinner, again at the three tables set end to end, in the year of the triple zero, Mary Lampion, now fourteen years old, made an interesting

announcement over the pumpkin pie. In her travels where none but she could go, after seven fascinating years of exploring a fraction of all the

infinite worlds, she said she sensed beyond doubt that, as Barty's mother had told him on her deathbed, there is one special place beyond all the

ways things are, one shining place..Naked, dripping, he roamed the apartment. As on the night of December 13, the voice seemed to arise from thin

air: ahead of him, then behind him, to the right, but now to the left..Not many men wore hats these days. Since his teenage years, Nolly had favored
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a porkpie model. San Francisco was often chilly, and he began losing his hair when still young..Already, the girl had taken Barty's hand. The two

kids descended from the porch into the rain. They didn't circle the oak, but stopped at the foot of the steps and turned to face the house..Even

someone of saintly habits and selfless behavior might be a monster in his heart, filled with unspeakable desires, which he might act upon only once

or never.."There's nothing here for you," she said, stepping back from the door in order to close it..The singular beauty of San Francisco and the

exquisite patina of its colorful history spoke to her heart and kindled in her such an unreasonable passion that she sometimes wondered, at least half

seriously, if she had spent other lives here. Often, streets were wondrously familiar to her the first time that she set foot on them. Certain great

houses, dating from the late 1800s and early 1900s, inspired her to imagine elegant parties thrown.Their struggle to put their sorrow into words

moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in the end they were unable to express themselves adequately. Without the relief

provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong introversion left them without the social skills to unburden themselves or to

provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its many means and mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer,

which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely resigned. Ultimately, in great frustration, each twin was reduced to

fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only consoler..More walls than not, in both rooms, were lined with

bookshelves and file cabinets. Here he kept numerous case studies of accidents, man-made disasters, serial killers, spree killers: proof undeniable

that humanity was a fallen species engaged in both the unintentional and calculated destruction of itself..He had recently learned about the

demigods of classic mythology in one of the selections from the Book-of-the-Month Club..Phimie's speech had been slurred later, as well,

immediately following the birth of the baby, when she had struggled to convey her desire to name her daughter Angel..Darkness, the one source of

childhood fear that most adults never quite outgrow, held no terror for Barty. Although for a while his bedroom featured a Mickey Mouse

night-light, the miniature lamp was there not to soothe the boy, but to quiet his mother's nerves, because she worried about him waking alone, in

blackness.."I've seen them," Tom assured her. "My dear, you've never smelled anything better than a field full of bacon vines."."God bless us,

every one," Agnes repeated with all her extended family, and after a sip of the wine, she made an excuse to check on something in the kitchen,

where she pressed hot tears into a cool, slightly damp dishtowel to prevent the telltale swelling of her eyes..This Dry Sack-assisted effort at

recollection, however, brought back to him one thing in addition to all the sweet lubricious images of Seraphim naked. The voice of her father. On

the tape recorder. The reverend droning on and on as Junior pinned the devout daughter to the mattress..Third, Celestina had a daughter. Not a boy

named Bartholomew. Seraphim's baby had been a girl. Named Angel. This confused Junior as much as it stunned him.."There's a fine George and

Ira Gershwin song called 'Someone to Watch Over Me.'.In spite of the bravado of the responses in Junior's unspoken half of the conversation, he

was increasingly unnerved by Vanadium. The cop was a lunatic, all right, but he was something more than a mere nut case..Paul shook his head.

"Oh, no. People look at our marriage, and they think I gave up so much, but I got back a lot more than I gave.".Looking up at the mirror above the

sink, he saw reflected not the self-improved and fully realized man that he'd worked so hard to become, but the pale, round-eyed little boy who had

hidden from his mother when she had been in the deepest and darkest end of one of her cocaine-assisted, amphetamine-spiced mood swings, before

she traded cold reality for the warm coziness of the asylum. As if some whirlpool of time was spinning him backward into the hateful past, Junior

felt his hard-won defenses being stripped away..Agnes was able to respond, Paul sprang up and moved away. Other friends knelt and crouched and

bent to her, and she lost sight of the pharmacist as he moved off through the dispersing crowd..From his first birthday to his third, Barty made

worthless all the child-care and child-development books that a first-time mother relied on to know what to expect of her offspring, and when.

Barty grew and coped and learned according to his own clock..'Miss White," he continued, still facing the window, "not long before you arrived in

surgery this morning, your sister died on the table. We hadn't delivered the baby yet, and perhaps couldn't have done so, by cesarean, in time to

prevent brain damage, so for both the sake of the mother and child, heroic efforts were made to bring Phimie back and ensure continued circulation

to the fetus until we could extract it."."What was it like, Enoch? Did you look into her eyes when you pushed her?" Vanadium's uninflected

monologue was like the voice of a conscience that preferred to torture by droning rather than by nagging. "Or doesn't a woman-killing coward like

you have the guts for that? ".Gradually, she perceived that Lipscomb was more troubled than he should have been, considering that his patient had

died through no fault of his own..Tom proved to be more useful than either a cop or a priest to Pie Lady Services, when he discovered a talent for

money management that protected their funds from twelve percent inflation and in fact brought them a handsome return in real terms..In the

Suburban with Wally and Grace, as they waited to hit the trail, Celestina said, "He took her to a movie again, Tuesday night.".Of the three

Bartholomews that he'd turned up recently, he chose Prosser because, burdened by the name Enoch, Junior felt sympathy for any girl whose parents

had cursed her with Zelda..Following a splendid lunch, having just left the fourth gallery on his list and strolling toward the fifth, Junior didn't at

once see the source of the quarters. Indeed, when the first three rapid-fire coins hit the side of his face, he didn't even know what they were.

Startled, he flinched and looked down as he heard them ring off the sidewalk..With a tenderness that surprises and moves Celestina, the tall nurse

closes the dead girl's eyes. She opens a fresh, clean sheet and places it over the body, from the feet up, covering the precious face last of

all.."Bullpoop might not be what they say, but it's the worst that we say. And in fact, in this house, bulldoody is preferred.".Joey couldn't raise his

head, couldn't turn more directly toward her ... because his spine had been damaged, perhaps severed, and he was paralyzed..An alley opened on

Junior's left. He stepped out of the crowd, into this narrow service way shaded by tall buildings, and walked even more briskly, still not quite
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running because he continued to believe that he possessed the unshakable calm and self-control of a highly self improved man..On this morning in

March, minutes after the pie caravan had departed, Edom got his Ford Country Squire out of the garage and drove to the nursery, which opened

early. Spring was drawing near, and much work needed to be done to make the most of the rosarium that Joey Lampion had encouraged him to

restore. He happily contemplated hours of browsing through plant stock, tools, and gardening supplies..Now, here on this sunny ridge in Oregon,

miles from any train and farther still from any nuns, Junior applied this artistic insight to his own situation, overcame his squeamishness, and

regained some momentum of his own. He approached his fallen wife, stood over her, and stared down into her fixed eyes as he said,

"Naomi'.".Although the girl was unable to articulate why she preferred not to have her mother at her side, they all understood the tumult in. her

heart. She couldn't bear to subject her gentle and proper mother to the shame and embarrassment that she herself felt so keenly and that she

imagined would grow intolerably worse in the hours or days ahead, until and even after the birth..Barefoot, in midnight-blue silk pajamas, he

walked through his rooms turning on lights in a considered pattern, which he had settled upon after much thought and planning..Maybe the bright

side was that the musician hadn't either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow death like

strangulation, the victim lost control of all bodily functions. He'd read it in a novel, something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both

life-enriching and reliable. Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman Mailer. Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but

it didn't reek, either..Thanks to his intelligence and his personality, Barty's presence was so great for his age that Agnes tended to think of him as

being physically larger and stronger than he actually was. As the scent of grass grew more complex and even more appealing, she saw her son more

clearly than she'd seen him in a while: quite small, fatherless yet brave, burdened with a gift that was a blessing but that also made a normal

boyhood impossible, forced to grow up at a up faster pace than any child should be required to endure. Barty was achingly delicate, so vulnerable

that when Agnes looked at him, she felt a little of the awful sense of helplessness that burdened Edom and Jacob..He'd been invited to a Christmas

Eve celebration with a satanic theme, but he hadn't intended to go. The party was not being thrown by real Satanists, which might have been

interesting, but by a group of young artists, all nonbelievers, who shared a wry sense of humor..And suddenly Celestina believed that Bellini was a

cop, not because his voice contained such authority, but because her heart told her that the time had come, that the long-anticipated danger had at

last materialized: the dark advent that Phimie had warned her about three years ago..Angel, busy with a cookie through most of this, licked crumbs

from her lips and asked Paul, "Do you have a puppy?"."Only for a little while.  Then he is joining me at the gallery, and after the show's over, we're

having dinner together.".Having been an object of Thomas Vanadium's fixation, Junior felt fortunate to have survived. He shuddered..He slipped

behind the door and raised the pewter candlestick over his head. Weighing perhaps five pounds, the object made a formidable bludgeon, almost as

good as a hammer.."No pie!" Agnes agreed. She parenthesized his head with her hands and punctuated his sweet face with kisses.."Better hurry,"

Wally advised, gracing Celestina's other cheek with a dryer kiss..Ashamed and scared, she told no one. Although a victim, she blamed herself, and

the prospect of being exposed to ridicule so horrified her that despair got the better of good judgment..For more than twenty-three years, he'd given

his big toe little consideration, had taken it for granted, had treated it with shameful neglect. Now this lower digit seemed precious, a comparatively

small fixture of flesh, but as important to his image of himself as his nose or either of his eyes..Magusson considered the assaults on Victoria and

on Vanadium to be hideous crimes, of course, but he also viewed them as affronts to his own dignity and reputation. He expected a felonious client,

rewarded with four and a quarter million instead of jail time, to be grateful and thereafter to walk a straight line..Great hobnailed wheels of pain

turned through Agnes, driving her into darkness for a moment..Having been a volunteer instructor of English to twenty adult students over the

years, having taught Maria Elena Gonzalez to speak impeccable English without a significant accent, Agnes was little needed as a teacher by her

son. Even more than other children, he asked why with numbing regularity, why this and why that, but never the same question twice; and as often

as not, he already knew the answer that he sought from her and was only confirming the accuracy of his deduction. He was such an effective

autodidact, he schooled himself better than any college of professors that could have been assigned to him..Because, since childhood, Jacob had

been drawn to stories and images of doom, to catastrophe on both the personal and the planetary scale-from theater fires to all-out nuclear war-he

had a flamboyant imagination second to none and a colorful if peculiar intellectual life. For him, therefore, the most difficult part of learning card

manipulation had been coping with the tedium of practice, but for years he had applied himself diligently, motivated by his love and admiration for

his sister, Agnes..Because the upper part of the hospital bed was somewhat raised, he didn't have to lift his head from the pillow to study the corner

where the phantom waited. He peered beyond the IV rack, past the foot of the.In July, she went for a walk on the shore with Paul Damascus,

expecting to do a little beachcombing, to watch the comical scurrying crabs. Somewhere between the seashells and the crustaceans, however, he

asked her if she could ever love him..During the past few hours, he had changed his life again, as dramatically as he had changed it on that fire

tower almost three years ago..Vanadium was dead. Pounded with pewter and sunk in a flooded quarry. Gone forever..As a young man, he had

performed first in nightclubs catering to Negroes and in theaters like Harlem's Apollo. During World War II, he'd been part of a USO troupe

entertaining soldiers throughout the Pacific, later in North Africa, and following D-Day, in Europe..The presence of the brochure disturbed

Vanadium also because he assumed that after being dead-ended by Nolly, Cain had subsequently discovered that Celestina had taken custody of the

baby to raise it as her own. For some reason, the nine-toed wonder originally believed the child was a boy, but if he'd tracked down Celestina, he

now knew the truth..The coin stopped turning, pinched flat between the knuckles of the cops middle and ring fingers. He retrieved a box of Kleenex
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from the nightstand and offered it to his suspect. "Here."
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