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However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and
no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be
disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A
madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran
in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them
that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised
God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my
pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..Now the king was leaning
back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign
to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion,
till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this,
for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk
and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are
with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a
claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him
and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his
dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon
him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).So I
arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over
walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As
soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a
place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she
returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till
we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or
cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.? ? ? ? ? I fear to
be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and
there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he
was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may
talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then
he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to
him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her
and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not
Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she
shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us
thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly
beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac,
what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So
saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O
Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest
forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then
do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen
what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou
not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.'This is idle talk,' answered
the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give
thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.'
But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and
weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the
Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his
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subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of
lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter
of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in
splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off,
and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto
evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops
to the rout and slaying his guards..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her;
whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered
she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then
he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the
Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold
catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the
Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds."
Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif!
Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O
Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!"
And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..May the place of my session ne'er lack thee!
Oh, why, iii. 118.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and
laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy
and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth
and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day
of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his
officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a
golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he
mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,
"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,
lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth
and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One
who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his
realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen
Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee;
but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and
taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and
whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the
Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And
who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With
this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and
acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the
Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his
heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The
Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Now the king was seated at the
lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there
was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit,
now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say,
'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread,
whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.God
keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.67. Haroun er Reshid and
Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went
with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of
it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou
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carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this
wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.As soon as his father-in-law
had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats
and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and
his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what
while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the
preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..Then came
forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE
CALCUTTA (1839-42).Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which
she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O
Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her
destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence
of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for
that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve
none of the folk.".The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager
and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of
him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be
for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a
thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in
the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..65. The Loves of
the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.Endeavour against
Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber,
saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O
Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed
the earth and recited the following verses:.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell
of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return,
but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to
slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case;
whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and
I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them
and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and
knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and
said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist
started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came
the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to
the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and
opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating
and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to
those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the
Barber's First Brother cxlv.When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my
lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then
Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh
and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell
upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he
despised them and made sure of victory over them.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah
the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and
evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with
slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the
fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but
from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single
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hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for
the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to
serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..The Khalif laughed and said,
"Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said,
"None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to
the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful,
thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered,
saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the
house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me;
Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will
have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? If
thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a
bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren
were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this?
Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the
traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his
prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O
francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me
go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of
the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..Then he kept them under guard, and when the
morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the
son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Awake, Asleep and, i.
5..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave
her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered
she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because
we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar
returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for
that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth
to me no desire for the kingship.".The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam,
needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the
princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and
the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he
bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of
foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast
down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on
me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak
with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth
his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and
deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul
shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.As for the woman, whenas the
man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she
donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city.
Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth,
said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father
rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the
king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God;
but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.With this the
king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and
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the Parrot dcccclxxx.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.It chanced one
day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the
lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who
thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and
a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth
repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses
and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and
displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved
them and were vouchsafed children by them..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him,
and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the
Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this
young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in
attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him
in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this
coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who
came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to
him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say
to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place,
let down a curtain before himself and slept.."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good
breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou
Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of
Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King
Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we
have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and
whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.'
Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from
nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve
the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance
of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..End of vol. II..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A
slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble
themselves to her and prone before her fall..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas
bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and
obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.?THE
ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her
lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together
by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from
torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy
woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to
wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums
of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and
sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for
him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and
looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave
dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and
deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a
king of the greatest of the kings.'.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.The Sixth Day.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..He gave not over going
and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and
shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir
answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill
and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So
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he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made
answer with the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..When the evening evened, the king sat in his
privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier
answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to
travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen
me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave
Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O
Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again
to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the
Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I
dared not gainsay his commandment.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country,
under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her,
wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go:
and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch
disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he
had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him.
When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..Ye chide at one who weepeth
for troubles ever new, iii. 30..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with
her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the
utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the
Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the
moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of
sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of
sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh
(232) dcxlvi.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice
of the vine..9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my
death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but
hear,.Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well
done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long
continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this
is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her
forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before
Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred
thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before
the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and
divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following
verses:.Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments.
[So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the
singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed,
'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein
aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his
head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ?
Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..His story troubled the Sultan's
deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following
verses:.THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but
found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit
was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but,
taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the
market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought and said to
her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee
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show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright, betook herself
to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space, and her husband
made no mention of her..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..The company marvelled at
this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet
more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast
absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne
you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and
Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.So
she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw
the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour,
for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and
called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may
be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and
this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description
whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and
they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..Then they drank till they were
drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of
thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I
said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his
beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So
I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the
doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?"
And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay
thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his
occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".?
? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the
heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he
saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room,
whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to
bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in
her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont,
till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..When the company
heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came
forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin
Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..There was once, in a city of
Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was
the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the
king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253)
who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..72. Haroun er
Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of
considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As
for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a
parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the
water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on
thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his
bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who
availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to
these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to
him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false
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accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and
generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? j. The
Two Kings dcxvi.When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation
in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).Quoth En
Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan
said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En
Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your
sake wax on me night and day..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..The Fifteenth
Night of the Month..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she
pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from
weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful
eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept;
whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in
her heart:.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art
thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the
mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes,
what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle!
Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou
banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them;
whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out
Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.When it was eventide, the king
summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.When she had made an end of her
song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..? ?
? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..There was once of old
time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her
husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O
my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will
I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his
separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace
of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this.
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