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"Who," Jean asked..Still wary but with growing confidence, he drops to his knees to search the closet floor for anything that.Eve looked at' the car,

which was waiting patiently, and then back at Pernak. "We're through, really,' she said. "Shall we carry on and see the town?".dog surely knows

what Heaven's like and won't confuse paradise with a good dinner..Micky shook her head. "They wouldn't leave you in the care of your mother's

boyfriend.".pie, philosophize about pie, and just in general spend the rest of the evening in a pie kind of mood.".visible under the door to the

right.."Hey, you. Stop." The major in command of the four SD troopers sent to scout out the center of Canaveral City --a residential and

commercial suburb situated outside the base and merging into one side of Franklin--addressed the Chironian whom they had followed from the

restaurant a few yards back around the corner. He was well-dressed, in his midthirties, and carrying an attach6 case. The Chironian ignored them

and kept walking. Whereupon the major marched ahead to plant himself firmly in the man's path. The Chironian walked round him and eventually

halted when the troopers formed themselves into an impassable barrier on three sides. "You're coming to talk to the ambassador," the major

informed him..Barefoot, she went into the kitchen, where Geneva was preparing dinner. A small electric fan, set on the.Evidently the

congressman's battalions no longer found him to be of even the slightest interest. His.could be disguised as a sweet romance novel with just a

switch of the dust jackets.."Anyone I know?"."They could have," Bernard agreed. "But have they? It doesn't add up to the way Sterm's acting.".and

Curtis can't simply tuck her inside his shirt and scramble through one of these less than generous.Jean was seeing things differently now, especially

after Pernak described the opportunities at the university for her to take up biochemistry again-something that Bernard had long ago thought he had

heard the last of. He turned his head to look into the room at where she was sitting on the Sofa below the wail screen, introducing Marie to the

mysteries of protein transcription-diagrams courtesy of Jeeves-and grinned to himself; she was becoming even more impatient than he was. Some

days had passed since he told her he was in touch with Colman again and that before the travel restrictions were tightened, Colman had often

accompanied Jay on visits to their friends among the Chironians in Franklin, to which Jean had replied that it would do Jay good, and she wanted to

meet the Chironians herself. Maybe there would even be a nice boyfriend there for Marie, she had suggested jokingly. "A nice one," she had added

in response to Bernard's astonished look. "Not one of those teenage Casanovas they've got running around. The line stays right there.".every day,

you start seeing everyone as a three-minute story.".There didn't seem to be any concept of rank or status here. Bernard had seen orders being given

and accepted without question, sure enough, but the roles appeared to be purely functional and capable of being interchanged freely depending on

who was considered best qualified to take command of the particular subject at issue: This seemed to be decided by an unspoken consensus which

the Chironians appeared somehow to have evolved without the bickering, jealousies, and conflicts that Bernard would 'have thought inevitable. As

far as he could make out there."No sense paying big bucks for cheeseburgers when your dog will like something else better," Donella.she now

stands upon it, following Curtis's movements with curiosity, her tail wagging in expectation of.Slessor recognized Bernard as one of Merrick's

former officers. "Why?" he asked, looking puzzled. "What are you doing there . , . Fallows, isn't it?".she was eating broccoli, not with clear

distaste, but with the indifference of nutritional duty..Oh, Lord, he's put his foot wrong again, stepped in a pile of doo-doo, figuratively speaking,

but he can't.Jay Fallows thought for a moment that he was going to throw up and tried to shut out the soundtrack as he sat nibbling at the remains of

his lunch. An astronomy book lay propped open on the table in front of him. Behind him his mother and his twelve-year-old sister, Marie, were

digesting the message in silent reverence. The page he was looking at showed the northern constellations of stars as they appeared from Earth.

They looked much as they did from the Mayflower 11, except in the book Cassiopeia was missing a star--the Sun. On the page opposite, the

Southern Cross included Alpha Centauri as one of its 'pointers, whereas from the ship it had separated and grown into a brilliant orb~ shining in the

foreground. And the view from Earth didn't show Proxima Centauri at all--a feeble red dwarf Of less than a ten-thousandth the Sun's luminosity

and invisible without a telescope, but now quite close to and ;easily seen from the Mayflower II. Always imperceptible from one day to the next

and practically so from month to month, the changes in the stars were happening ever more slowly as the main drive continued to fire and steadily

ate up the velocity that had carried the ship across four light-years of space..The noise grew hellish. Prone to headaches these days, Noah wanted

nothing more than quiet and a pair.The suite featured contemporary decor. The honey-toned, bird's-eye maple entertainment center, with."Evidently

so. I think I'll buy me a girl cat and call her Mr. Rover."."Hi," the redhead called, a shade cautiously..at me. His face was blurred a little because the

window was dirty. I think he waved.".English accent..realized that sympathy, as this girl had shown it to her, did not have to contain any element

of.Colman ignored the remark. "Just think about it," he muttered. "For your own sake.".mad, insane. There's a lot of that going around. Dressed in

sandals and baggy plaid shorts and a T-shirt.Kalens looked disdainfully down his nose. "My staff contacted him through the Chironian

communications system. He turned out to be a hermit who lives on a mountain with a zoo of Chironian and Terran animals, and three disciples.

They're all quite insane.".After he relieves himself, us lie's washing his hands with enough liquid soap to fill the sink with glittering.Sinsemilla said,

"Oh, Lani, baby, you should see yourself! You look so completely St. Patrick, in a total.caught her attention. At first he hears only the grumble of

the SUVs. . . . Then, in the distance, a flutter of."You want a glass?" she asked. "The bottle's probably cleaner." "Has to be," she agreed as she

headed.this sure is.".fish for which so many nets have been cast..contortion. He teeters but keeps his balance and puts his shaggy burden down on

the floor of the.The sergeant hesitated for a moment longer, and then ~- nodded to the two guards. Borftein and his party marched through, and
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Hanlon began posting men to secure the entrance, another section of D Company materialized from a stairwell to one side of the foyer and

vanished into the Communications Center, taking with them a few bewildered secretaries and office workers that they had bumped into on the

way..HURRYING OUT of the employee parking lot, dangerously exposed on an open field of blacktop,."I was going to. I don't have to make it

right now." Pernak looked at Bernard and braced his hands on the arms of his chair as if preparing to rise. "Well, I have to go over to Princeton this

afternoon, and Jersey's on the shortest way around. Jay and I could share a cab.".Perhaps the only good thing about the unextinguishable anger that

had charred Micky's life was that it."Hanlon wants me at the gate for something," Colman said. "Talk to you in a few minutes.".He considers

following them before he realizes that they're entering a walk-in cooler, apparently with the.Luki and I have the same last name, but that doesn't

mean anything. It's not actually our father's name..A smiling waitress. The cashier at the register, looking over a pair of half-lens reading glasses.

A."The ship's changed a lot since then though," Colman remarked. "I noticed it the day we flew down to it from the Mayflower II soon after we

arrived . . . when Shirley and Ci met Tony Driscoll. The front end must be at least twice as big as it used to be.".Nevertheless, standing erect, the

boy wishes the trucker would go away, but he can't think of a thing to.curb: battered but beloved steed, still ready to race when this had been shot,

subsequently rendered into.If Death had pockets in his robe, they smelled like this filthy carpet. Nauseating waves of righteous anger."No. She's

wasted on crack cocaine and hallucinogenic mushrooms. The only way old Sinsemilla could."They do. How could it be up to anyone else?".A few

times, Sinsemilla whimpered or groaned, although she never woke or attempted to pull away from.though he finds the idea of

dinosaurs-to-diesel-fuel silly enough to have first been expounded by Daffy.All but incapable of being overfed, he consumes the remaining hot

dogs once he senses that Old Yeller is.Throughout the institution, the floors?gray vinyl speckled with peach and turquoise?were immaculate..The

Chironian mind had no place for the dismal picture that earlier generations of terrestrial thinkers had painted, that of a universe spawned through a

unique accident of Nature, flaring briefly like a spark in the night to dissipate into infinity and be frozen by the spreading, relentless, icy paralysis

of entropy. To the Chironian, the universe was but one atom of a possibly infinite Universe of sibling universes, every one of which coexisted at

every point in space with the source-realm that hail procreated its family with the profligacy of a summer storm cloud precipitating raindrops.

Through that source-realm any one universe could couple to any other, and by coupling into that source-realm, as the antimatter project had

verified, every one could be sustained, nourished, and replenished from a boundless, endless hyper domain so vast and unimaginable that

everything in existence, from microbes to the farthest detectable quasars, was a mere shadow of just a speck of it..Three obstacles now remained

between Kalens and the vision that he had nurtured through the. years of presiding over the kind of neofeudal order that would epitomize his ideal

social model. First there was the need to ensure his election to succeed Wellesley; but Lewis was coordinating an effective media campaign, the

polls were showing an excellent image, and Kalens was reasonably confident on that score. Second was the question of the Chironians. Although

he would have preferred Borftein's direct, no nonsense approach, Kalens was forced to concede that after six years of Wellesley's moderation,

public opinion aboard the Mayflower II would demand the adoption of a more diplomatic tack at the outset. If diplomacy succeeded and the

Chironians integrated themselves smoothly, then all would be well. If not, then the Mission's military capabilities would provide the deciding issue,

either through threat or an escalated series of demonstrations; opinions could be shaped to provide the justification as necessary. Kalens didn't

believe a Chironian defense capability existed to any degree worth talking about, but the suggestion had potential propaganda value. So although

the precise means 'remained unclear, he was confident that he could handle the Chironians. Third was the question of the Eastern Asiatic

Federation mission due to arrive in two years' time. , With the first two issues resolved, the material and industrial resources of a whole planet at his

disposal, and a projected adult population of fifty thousand to provide recruits, he had no doubt that the Asiatics could be dealt with, and likewise

the Europeans following a year later. And then he would be free to sever Chiron's ties to Earth completely. He hadn't confided that, part of the

dream to anyone, not even Celia.,.the calm night had no breath to cool the summer soup.."Oh, in that case it just has to be true, doesn't it. Now tell

me that Swyley's color-blind."."Kind of." That seemed to tell them something until the painter added, "Doesn't everybody kind of know

everybody?".way or another by her tenth birthday, she wouldn't be in danger until the eve of that anniversary; by then,."But if what you've just said

it true, Steve, the real threat is against the ship," Sirocco said, tugging at his moustache. "What are these weapons, and what would it take to make

the Chironians use them? I've got to have more information.".The chopper might not be aloft yet, just getting up to power while the troops

reboard.."You're not suggesting there'll be a fight, are you?" Paula said..wheelchair . . ..raised like a flag, she leads the charge down the gently

sloped embankment from the elevated interstate.."Do you? Or is it that you are unable, yet, to accept it?" Celia forced as much coldness into her

voice as she could muster. "I don't like being told that I'm interested in protecting my own skin."."They're messing us around," General Johannes

Borftein, Supreme Commander of the Chiron Expeditionary Force--the regular military contingent aboard the Mayflower II--told the small group

that had convened for an informal policy discussion with Garfield Wellesley in the Mission Director's private conference room, located in the upper

levels of the Government Center in the module known as the Columbia District. His face was sallow and deeply lined, his hair a mixture of grays

shot with streaks of black, and his voice rasped with a remnant of the guttural twang inherited from his South African origins. "We've got two years

to get this show organized, and they're playing games. We don't have the time. We haven't seen any evidence of a defense program down there. I

say we go straight in with a show of strength and an immediate declaration of martial law. It's the best way.".he can see those pages as clearly as

the pages of any real book that he's ever read, chapter after chapter."Sure." Sirocco tossed up a gauntleted hand as if the answer were obvious.
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"Guys who don't like it but have to do it get mad. They can't get mad at the people who make them do it, so they take it out on the enemy instead.

That's what makes them good. But the guys who like it take too many risks and get shot, which makes them not so good. It's logical."."That's true,"

Bernard agreed. "But the risk of Sterm trying anything with those weapons has to be greater if he thinks he can blackmail a defenseless planet, If he

knew what he was up against-you don't have to give him every detail-it might be enough to persuade him to give it up. That's all we're asking. For

the sake of those people up there, you owe it to spell out a warning, clearly and unambiguously.".CHAPTER FIVE."When did it stop?or did it

ever?" Geneva asked. Her softly spoken question reverberated hollowly.to any significant degree..brace. "Having a great metabolism is nothing to

be ashamed about. It's not like laziness or anything."."I will not be a party to such shenanigans' the Judge exclaimed. "This is all highly irregular, as

you well know. A ruling must be subject to all due process, and only to all due process. There the matter must remain. What you are asking is

inexcusable.".Noah spoke her name, but as he expected, Laura didn't respond..Curtis pushes open the bedroom door. You first, girl..we're proud of

them.".Frowning, Geneva said, "Maybe it was Las Vegas.".swung, and his upper lip was nearly as long as his ponytail..Carson frowned and

thought about the implications, then shook his head. "It's impossible," he said. "No system could work like that."."There's been one in the Battle

Module," Brad told. him, sounding out of breath. "A bunch of us tried to take over in there after the broadcast, but there were too many who figured

that was the safest place to be and wouldn't quit. It was all we could do to get out.".excuses or complaining. I'm lucky there was ice cream and not

just marijuana brownies. Heck, I'm lucky.standing on a slippery surface.."iTener cuidado, muchacho!"."I'm sorry, sir. He just went down to the

lock."."Sure," Driscoll told her. His eyes twinkled just for an instant. "If you want to know how, I'd beat you with aces."."Oh, Mrs. D, I disagree.

People dressing up in big weird animal suits where you can't see their."To Congress, the people.".sure it wasn't a Martha Stewart recipe.".In the

Political Science course at school, the Mayflower II's primary mission had been described as one of "preemptive liberation," which meant that

because the Asiatics and the Europeans were the way they were, they would seize Chiron and convert it to their own corrupt ways if given the

chance, and the Mayflower I1 therefore had two years to teach the Chironians how to protect themselves. There were other, more abstract reasons

why it was so important for thee Chironians to be educated and enlightened, which Jay didn't fully understand, but which he accepted as being

among the many mysteries that would doubtless reveal themselves in their own good time as part of the complicated business of growing up.."They

know where to find us," Colman said.."You're wrong. It's hilarious."."But we don't even know which Chironians to talk to," Lechat pointed

out,.Chicago once. . . ." "Aunt Gen," Micky cautioned.."It is, but nothing in there's to be touched until Mrs. Kalens has been back to get some

stuff," the guard answered. "She should be on her way down just about now.".restroom hallway. Following the cowboys. More hard and hurried

footfalls on the tile floor. Voices. Then."Someone you how?" Colman asked..by ETs?it was supposed to happen before we were ten. Each of us

would be made whole, he promised.thinking. Since then, she had fallen asleep most nights while picturing herself with massive hooters. The.The

boy is reminded of home, which he will most likely never see again. A pleasant nostalgia wells within.canopy and angles toward the buildings,

downshifting with a hack and grind of protesting gear teeth..Leilani would have preferred a shovel. A garden hoe. But this length of tubular steel

was better than bare.After watching the macabre ritual for several minutes, he turned to study the red-bearded Chironian, who was standing

impassively almost beside him. He appeared to be in his late twenties or early thirties, but his face had the lines of an older man and looked

weathered and ruddy, even in the pale light of the floodlights. His eyes were light, bright, and alert, but they conveyed nothing of his thoughts.

"How did it happen?" Colman murmured in a low voice, moving a pace nearer..Bernard gave a pained smile. "It sounds good," he agreed. "But the

Directorate might have a few things to say.".Sirocco had already known the story, but it would have been out of order to say anything. Stanislau's

transfer to D Company had followed an investigation o~ the mysterious disappearance from Brigade stores of tools ~and electrical spares that had

subsequently appeared on sale in the Home Entertainment department of one of the shopping mart~.Listening as though to the voice of another,

Micky was surprised to hear herself speaking of these things..He retrieved the invoice from the Neiman Marcus tote, and with it the airsickness bag

still packed full of."No, sir. Why would I?".sandwiches. "Those people are just pessimists. The economy's always going down the drain for

some.Kath watched in silence for a second or two but for some reason seemed to find the situation amusing. Bernard stared with a mixture of

uncertainty and resentment. "I think I know what's going through your mind," she told him. "But don't worry about it. We don't take orders from

Farnhill or Merrick here. Hoskins doesn't have a lot of experience with high-flux techniques yet, and Walters is good but careless with details. If

the people here were going to accept anybody new, it would be somebody who knew what they were doing and who didn't leave anything to

chance, however tiny.".Sterm studied his fingers for a moment and then looked ' up. "Where direct military intervention is impractical or

undesirable, control is usually exercised by restricting and controlling the distribution of wealth," he said slowly. "Here, the traditional methods of

accomplishing that would be difficult, if not impossible, to apply since the term cannot be applied with its usual meaning. This society must have

its pressure points, nevertheless. It is an advanced, high technology society; ultimately its wealth must derive from its technical and industrial

resources. That is where we should look for its vulnerable spots.".eyes. He looks like Santa Claus with a dye job..hit the road.
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