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Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings
differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord
and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the
commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city;
nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back,
gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the
banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his
head, took him up and set him on his back..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to
blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny
overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story,
extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".When a year
had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that,
when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first
of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who
should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he
had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might
give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb
of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not
gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom].
So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage
(179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Now a party of the
troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him
and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire
thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths
we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an
underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and
committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah
a liar..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of
understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and
magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest
parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was
endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she
had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had
thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment
to mankind..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with
Jacob's grief (18) is pined..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? So I
stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the
cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the
place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed
by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back,
disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered,
without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the
Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not
thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my
mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93)
Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of
wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..? ? ? ? ? When from your land
the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook
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Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr
el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the
bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and
became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand;
and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and
bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there
passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover,
as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to
white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But
from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..8. Noureddin Ali
and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all
their pain and heat..When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what
befell me in bygone days..? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..Now there was a man
of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of
gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink
with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer
ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih
aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..11. The Hermits
cxlviii.Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and
drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63)
looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was
a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the
Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and
practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be
delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come
up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money.
Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come
thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I
espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of
murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in
upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them
and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they
were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other
issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of
the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to
break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road;
whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me
and I acquainted them with my story..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God
hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide.
Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He
decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and
praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my
son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.'
Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the
subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..'Know,
then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of
womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the
portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright
and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was
pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and
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taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I
to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will
play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop,
with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose
and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the
Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins
ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O
youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his
Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the
Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their
treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other
than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she
was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He!
Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the
people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the
end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..The Fourth Day..9.
Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people
misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he
acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man,
and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain
wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin
aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down
his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife
dccclxii."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his
made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be
on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said
his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the
speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in
other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay
hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears!
Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said,
"Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought
and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE
MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he
required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.?THE THIEF'S STORY..? ? ? ? ?
y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..On this wise they abode a long while till
one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out
great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him
about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he
would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in
to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased;
wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt
have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am
thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than
mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.52. The Devout Israelite
cccxlviii.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the
prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he
signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she
tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other
thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh
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(183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went
away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I
furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me,
saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to
the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..Then Khelbes used to
attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned
man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth
from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day,
began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time
of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will
do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her
aught of suspicious or unseemly..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name
ccvi.Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king
who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his
guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the
latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I
will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food
before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew
that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the
vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".Then she took leave of the princess
and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the
thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the
noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young
Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?
Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading
her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with
the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend
its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.? ? ? ? ? The
pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights
distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii.
83..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.To his beloved one the lover's
heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued
quite;.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the
queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what
issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you,
so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help
thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and
treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the
realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..Then said I, "A man
cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this
town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed
her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give
us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem],
said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we
may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff."
Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a
homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then
came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on
this wise..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently
awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat
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of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am
overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that
which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of
the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus
and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ?
m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.The Fifth Day.Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to
his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and
prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been
directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this,
he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house."
And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and
gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady
and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.On like
wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to
the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all
their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over
them.".Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the
money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open,
read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go
with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el
Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the
food from before her..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.When the appointed day arrived, En
Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it
be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou
hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah,
never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger
of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was
death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what
prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath
departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So
he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.Then the king sent for the captain of the
thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him.
(143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the
mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these
wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to
thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against
me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in
requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my
honour among the kings.".Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of
him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High
for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth
Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou
not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the
damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of
Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent
to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus?
Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues
of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to
the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his
affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back
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strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not
compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves
before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in
sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on
thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth
and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and
see them all athirst for thy blood?".? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth,
what while in gloom it lay..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on
apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193)
and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the
old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of
thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she;
'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with
me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and
see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt
rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be
present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the
name of God.'.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..?
? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not
their tale,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and
said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel
pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called
Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times
and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him
such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none
seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her
and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness
that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of
this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave
frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).One day, another of my friends came to me
and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.'
However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in
the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first
of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence
of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when
we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power
and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.When King El Aziz heard the
damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and
indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly
with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to
enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised
the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the
Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their
houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.Officers of
Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.Then
the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and
pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady
Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and
obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then
she improvised and sang the following verses:.And the king bade him depart to his own house..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared
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on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth
the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him;
and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself
before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know
not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his
eyes.".When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they,
'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me
who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in
a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied
himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had
befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy
shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..The kings of the Jinn were moved
to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between
the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us
more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different
fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..When she had made
an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?"
Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and
indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful,
whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing
him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make
thee forget thy lord.".ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my
grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my
comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of
them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O
my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge
of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine
attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she
rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".56. El Mutawekkil and his
Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..When it was the
day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's
lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was
grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The
spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O
king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy
was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of
haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou
desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the
Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it
descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing
around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of
him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are
not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying,
"Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised]
story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself
with news of you present!.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest
thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of
this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of
burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and
contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the
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door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..Awhile after this, there came two
merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who
availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of
jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send
after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.When the king heard this story, he
renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..When
the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth,
I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him
within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to
him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his
craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his
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