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? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who
was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there
hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case!
Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of
love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that
trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying,
"What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before
her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the
princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be
not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving
union with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.When he
was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat
before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with
the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they
should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man
dccccvi.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)
'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him
[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed
the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's
son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of
a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with
cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him
wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain,
when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's
message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else
will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I
will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my
ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits,
that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog
of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and
soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.So Aamir
took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said
to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a
stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then
they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?"
Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir.
When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with
Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his
house..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no
hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.'
So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard
him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from
him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this
was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy
sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..When the morning morrowed, the first who presented
himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and
saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place,
and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made
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off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was
troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an
end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from
Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".There was
once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was
renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his
lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who
[went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..To return to El
Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a
gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went
out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess
before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?"
And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he,
"O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and
laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw
the gold in El Abbas his possession..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter
answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my
peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and
my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in
aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will
make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days
after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld
her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw
and heard.'.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast
with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place
where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches
and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat
past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my
trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking
him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know
that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no
virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!'
Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people,
none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the
strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and
acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and
she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it
to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened
unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El
Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and
sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the
country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings
and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.So he opened to me and I went out and
had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come
forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange
things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,'
answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But
he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news].."If it must
be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's
purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.2. The
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Fisherman and the Genie iii.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away,
the blood doth rain..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were
brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour
us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my
lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that
which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..When twenty
days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and
it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were
become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them
thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and
after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with
them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the
sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right
for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from
them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times
and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives
are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.The
Nineteenth Night of the Month..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and
said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's
interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to
him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it
is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will
pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I
take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off
to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he
would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as
thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel,
one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace]
and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take
up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she
see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on
any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to
death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return
upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they
bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and
embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits
betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite
camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous
dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man;
and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister
[Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her
deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped
upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus
engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her
hand..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the
woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and
cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on
end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him
out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..?
? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved
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ones bewail..Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the
mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven
brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king
to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for
Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in
the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..HAROUN ER RESHID
AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his
middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of
Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat
and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the
mosques..Conclusion.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I
raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou
shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..? ? ? ?
? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that
which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest,
do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they
humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon
thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over
supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a
dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she
sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..36. The
Mock Khalif dxliii."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be
alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make]
the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a
journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of
that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and
took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not
thrift..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the
Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that
there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young
man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying
him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would
not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we
had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we
come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.28.
Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death dxxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to
delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my
heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the
following verses:.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on
them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he
landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's
city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love
Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in
vain..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O
damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the
Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to
him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou,"
replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my
chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art
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Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at
what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then
the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the
Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his
case..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Now it was the enemy's wont, at
every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end
of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was
[God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds
dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he
thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding
upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he
came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been
imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? m. The
Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..The Ninth Day.They tell that Haroun er Reshid
was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God
accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85)
and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they
answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this
an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is
accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice
in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we
took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,
'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'
it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for
the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant
and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..As for King El
Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial
on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the
mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and
distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed
justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of
continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom,
and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with
him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..? ? ? ?
? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the
candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and
said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent
me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was
never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith,
'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and
obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves
humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who
guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful,
God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband
saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of
thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my
due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to
him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every
day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.Meanwhile,
El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way
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between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to
meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion
and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated
themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we
may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept
till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.So the youth returned to his house,
and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks
under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell]
to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him
by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became
once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned
Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of
my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the
woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.'
Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She
took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to
her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth
she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the
house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is
over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a
pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia
and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of
the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I
leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought
[of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they
might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much
as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends;
if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out
the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again
salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee,
after this night.".Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..Women's Craft, ii. 287..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and
when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O
Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I
hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.When the vizier returned to
the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? The railers for your
loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her
mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees
of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let
fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had
befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed
between them.".? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..The servant said no more to
him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us
assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from
him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your
warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the
people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour
changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again
this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain
wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and
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giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission
[to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life
and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where
he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his
wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him
up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill,
when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy
name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to
question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the
wine-chamber..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said
to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye
assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they
laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What
maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?"
"And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I
ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as
he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed
many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against
other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it
was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against
yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224)
your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.? ? ? ? ? Would God
upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.Look at the moss-rose,
on its branches seen, ii. 256..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn
and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of
my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not
forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his
breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a
concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died
after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have
I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be
dried..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your
camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O
my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy
daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When
Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his
women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem;
wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant
man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and
come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved,
if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to
thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor
could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he
not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace
dxcvi.When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used
precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house.
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